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Aldridge Community Centre, on the

first Sunday of each month (unless otherwise stated)

at Middlemore Lane, Aldridge. WS9 8AN
Starting at 9.30am on
Sunday 13th May

Sunday 3rd June

Sunday 1st July

For your May to July diary
May:
Tuesday 15th May,  Group Annual General Meeting
7.30pm    at Calderfields Golf Club,  Aldridge Road, Walsall WS4 2JS

June:    Saturday  16th       Aldridge Lions Summer Fayre,    Anchor Meadow. 10-5pm

            June:    Saturday 23rd       Open Day at Aldridge CA. Promotional table.

           
July:     Saturday 7th         Pelsall Carnival 10-5pm. Pelsall Common. 
 Dear Reader -  Can you please spare an hour to help on the group stand at any of these events  ?  

  The remainder of your 2018 diary   
August:         Buzzards Valley Vineyard visit and meal.    Currently being organised.

     September:       Saturday 8th.  Car Treasure Hunt.   Organisers: Sarah Harrison & Fred Wright

Early October:  Quiz night & Fish & chips.               Quizmaster: Chris Rice
October 18th:  Talk by Robbie Downing.                  Venue Calderfields Golf Club
Visits -  currently being researched

Visit to Space Centre, Leicester (count me in for this, I’ve always wanted to visit this)

Visit to BBC Birmingham (this is a really good tour)
2018 Committee meetings

These will be on the second Tuesday of the month.  Venue: Aldridge Community Centre

Group Contact Details
Committee email:    info@wgam.org.uk 

Details also on the Walsall Group website:      https://www.iamroadsmart.com/groups/walsallam             

The Group web site: 
                            www.iamroadsmart.com/groups/walsallam
https://www.iamroadsmart.com/groups/walsallam/about-us/our-community.
     or   contact Newsletter Editor Sandie 01922 621592
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            Commencing at:  7.30pm     

            at  Calderfields Golf Club, Aldridge Road, Walsall WS4 2JS

                Guest Speaker: Robbie Dowling, IAM RoadSmart Area Manager
Dear Reader,

Has it really been a year since our last AGM !   This is your chance to have your say on the running of the Group;   question our Treasurer about the Group’s finances; nominate (or be nominated)  to serve on our new 2018 committee.   It is also your chance to hear from Robbie Dowling, Area Manager of IAM RoadSmart about new initiatives.   Please come along  -  it would be good to see you at the AGM.   

If you wish to be nominated or wish to nominate someone to serve on the 2018 committee it would be great to hear from you. A nomination form is attached to this newsletter.
                          Our Condolences

The committee and members of the Walsall Group wish to offer our sincere condolences to Fiona and Mike Lees on the recent tragic loss of their son Alex. 
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Martin Goad’s

As I write this, Spring has finally arrived and it is the hottest day of the year so far.  The change in the weather makes me want to get out there on the road without the wipers and lights on and perhaps even with the air con blowing.  

Another reason for increased enthusiasm for driving is a new car, well new to me anyway.  My trusty old Ford Focus diesel had served me well for eight years, including three teaching others as an ADI and finally the turbo needed repairing for more than the value of the car, so it had to go.  I have stuck with Ford and bought a Focus estate with a three cylinder one litre petrol engine, the Ecoboost.  It is nearly new, with only 3000 miles on the clock, and the technical advances take some getting used to.  Most of you will be miles ahead of me and long ago adapted to stop/start, auto lights and wipers, warning sensors and even cameras.  I confess that I have not had the courage to use auto parallel park yet, perhaps I need some help from another advanced motorist.

Certainly the safety features in modern cars are streets ahead of ten year old models and that has to be a good thing.  We have had some discussion about moving to more autonomous vehicles and the challenges that this might pose for us who want to be fully in control of our vehicles all the time.  For me trying to adapt to a car with much more going on in the way of information and, dare I say it, interference, has made me reflect on my own concentration and safety.  It is easy to get distracted by all the extra information coming in.  I am working on the basis that it can be a help in certain situations but there is no substitute for good old fashioned eyes on the road.

Enjoy your driving as the weather improves and take care out there, there are lots of low skilled drivers to make allowances for, some of them distracted by what is going on inside their cars.
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BRIAN CLARK


ROBINA KAUSER

on  15TH March 

Observer:  Mike Bentley   Senior: Sarah Harrison

IT’S BEEN A LONG TIME COMING BUT 

SPRING IS FINALLY HERE   ( HOPEFULLY ! )
Thanks to the IAM for the following tips

The clocks have gone forward and days are longer than nights for the next six months; it’s time to get your car ready for the Spring.     

Here’s some tips give advice on getting your car ready for the warmer weather, 
Treat your car to a spring clean. The efforts to wash and polish it will last a bit longer now the winter salt has gone. Now is a good time to spend a therapeutic Sunday morning tinkering.
· Lose weight; clear out those coats, boots, scarves and bags that took up permanent residence during the winter months. They add weight as well as taking up space, and surplus weight means wasted fuel.
· Cut down on the salt; modern cars are much less prone to rust than their forbearers, but corrosion-causing salt from gritted roads can build up under the wheel arches and the suspension. Use a hose pipe to flush the wheel arches clean; if you have a pressure washer, even better. If not, try washing the arches after driving on wet roads – the mud and grit will have softened. The neighbours might think you’re peculiar but you’ll reduce the risk of expensive repairs.
· Test your vision; the demister puts a film of grime from traffic fumes on the inside of the windscreen which can spread bright sunshine into a blinding glare. Get the screen squeaky clean with water and detergent, dry with a microfibre cloth and crystal clear vision will be restored. Don’t forget the other windows; clean screens rarely mist up so you’ll need the heated rear window far less – another fuel saver.   

· Keep hay fever at bay; most cars have pollen filters, but they need changing periodically to remain efficient. Look in your handbook to find out how to get to the filter and if it looks bad, change it now. Some very good after-market filters are available online, often with a charcoal layer to filter out pollutants as well as pollen.
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· Don’t get hot and bothered; air conditioning is a boon as the temperature rises, but it contains a special gas which can slowly leak away. If it gets too low, the air-con will blow warm instead of cold. Test it by turning the heater control to minimum, the heater fan to maximum and make sure the air-con is turned on (i.e., not in “eco” mode). If you don’t feel an icy blast after a couple of minutes, the system may need “re-gassing”; a simple job which most garages have the equipment to do.

and

As the sun makes refreshing appearances, more and more people will make their way outside to enjoy the spring weather. Yet along with these welcome changes comes a new set of potential dangers. In the coming months, watch out for these risks on the road :

1. More pedestrians and bicyclists !!!
After the winter many of us are eager to get outside and enjoy the sunshine. This increased traffic can lead to a heightened risk of accidents. Over the winter, it's easy to fall out of the habit of watching for cyclists and foot traffic. Always yield to pedestrians, slow down when necessary and make room for others on the road.
2. More people taking allergy medications
Seasonal allergies plague many drivers, but some allergy medications can cause intense drowsiness. 
If you're an allergy sufferer, be aware of potential side effects, and don't get behind the wheel if you aren't sure how the medication will affect you. Likewise, other drivers who may be drowsy due to allergy medications !
3. More changes in the road conditions
Road surfaces can get damaged over the winter. Even familiar roads may now be pockmarked with new potholes or erosion. Pay attention to these shifting conditions, adjust your driving accordingly.

4. More wildlife
After winter hibernation, many animals are starting to emerge and become more active, foraging for food or looking for a mate. This may bring them closer to roads where food is abundant. Watch closely for wildlife on the road during throughout the spring season.

5. More road construction !!!!
Now the weather is improving, construction workers are out in full force. Use caution, reduce your speed, pay attention to signage and keep an eye out for heavy equipment and construction vehicles (as well as the workers themselves !).

Fish and Chip Supper & Quiz

On Tuesday 17th April we had a general knowledge quiz at Aldridge Community Centre with a fish and chip supper in the interval.  This was a repeat of the Autumn event that was great fun and well attended, so we put on another.  
As before the quizmaster was Chris Rice, ably assisted by his wife Kim as the scorer.   

There were six teams vying to answer fiendishly difficult questions on a range of topics from geography through natural history to music.  The first round was car based, as fitted the audience, comprising of lots of pictures of cars from films and TV shows with questions arising from them.  It is so frustrating when you can recognise the car but not quite get the right film or the name of an actor, but that is the joy of a quiz.
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Heartfelt thanks to Chris and Kim for putting on an event that was competitive and so much fun.  The winning team was as last time Di Wright`s, but this time without Fred, who was supporting another team.  
It was a thoroughly enjoyable evening.  If you missed this one there is another chance to shine in the Autumn.



Learner drivers to be allowed on motorways

for the first time from June

From Monday 4 June 2018, learner drivers will be able to take driving lessons on motorways in England, Scotland and Wales.  This will help to make sure more drivers know how to use motorways safely.  At the moment, you can only have motorway lessons after you’ve passed your driving test. Some newly-qualified drivers take lessons through the voluntary Pass Plus scheme.
How the change will work:   Learner drivers will need to be:

· accompanied by an approved driving instructor
· driving a car fitted with dual controls
Any motorways lessons will be voluntary. It will be up to the driving instructor to decide when the learner driver is competent enough for them. Until the law changes, it’s still illegal for a learner driver to drive on a motorway.  The change only applies to learner drivers of cars. Learner motorcyclists won’t be allowed on motorways.  Trainee driving instructors won’t be allowed to take learner drivers on the motorway.   Motorway driving isn’t being introduced to the driving test as part of this change. 

Making sure road users are ready for the change

The change is being well-publicised so that:

· driving instructors and learner drivers are prepared
· other road users know what to expect
The Highway Code rules on motorways will be updated.

Driving instructors can decide if they want to use a driving school rooftop box during motorway lessons, based on its instructions.  The car will need to display L plates on the front and rear if the rooftop box is removed.    It will be up to the instructor whether or not they keep their driving school rooftop box on the car. 
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Driving near learner drivers on the motorway

As with any vehicle on the motorway, keep a safe distance from a learner driver in front of you. You should always be patient with learner drivers. They may not be so skilful at anticipating and responding to events.
Preparing drivers for a lifetime of safe driving

The changes are being made to allow learner drivers to:

· Get broader driving experience before taking their driving test

· Practise driving at higher speeds

· Understand motorway specific traffic signs

· Understand what to do if a vehicle breaks down on a motorway

· Improve confidence to drive on the motorway unsupervised after passing their driving test 
Source:  The Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency 
(Dear reader  -  don’t say I didn’t tell you !)

As a group we are always concerned to do our very best for our Associates. As always we are very open to thoughts and ideas on how we can improve our service. With this in mind we would love to have some written feedback from our current and past associates.

At our last Observer’s meeting we had a discussion on what Observers do for Associates and what we would like Associates to do for their Observers. The thought behind this was to be as effective as we can as a group.   In the perfect world we would like:-

Associates 

· to go out on regular runs and arrange the date of next run at the end of each run.
· be reasonable as to times for runs.
· be punctual.
· be the one that does the contacting with your observer.
· arrive for a run with a clean, presentable and tidy car with plenty of fuel.
· to bring your handbook to each run  and read your Handbook.

· practice your skills between runs  and do your homework.
· turn up for Sunday runs and theory courses.

Observers

· will check you have a Handbook and an allocated Senior Observer.
· will be reasonable and flexible, when possible, on dates and times of drives.
· will check documentation and declaration.
· will fill in your run sheet.
· will allocate appropriate homework.
· will mentor and provide instruction / criticism in line with IAM policy.
· will  liaise with the Chief Observer and Associates Co-ordinator on progress.
· will give their time for free.  

I hope you find the above useful and food for thought.

Mike Bentley Acting Associate Co-ordinator
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· The world’s first speeding ticket was issued in 1902
How fast was the offending motorist travelling?                    A scandalous 45mph

· The first ever car accident occurred in 1891
This prompted the introduction of better safety equipment for drivers.
· The largest speeding fine ever produced was  €1,000,000 
This was levelled at a man in Sweden, who was clocked doing 180mph. In Sweden, speeding fines are proportionate to the amount someone earns.
· The odds of dying in a car accident are around 1 in 5,000
Compare that to the odds of dying in a plane crash (1 in 11 million), and driving sounds pretty dangerous!

· The average British driver will spend around 99 days of their life stuck in traffic
Sorry to be depressing, but it’s true. Try not to think about it.

AND FINALLY…

· 1 billion cars are currently in use around the world
Compared to the world’s population, that’s around one car for every seven people on Earth. Amazing.

Group President:  Trevor Poxon MBE

	Chair: : Martin Goad

120 Hednesford Rd, Brownhills.    
01543 371516      Email: martingoad@mail.com

	Committee Member:   Kath Hawker  

8 Fallowfield Road, Walsall.    01922 622450


	Group Secretary:  Josie Hubbard-Palmer
	Committee Member   -  Gill Essex


	Treasurer  -   Karl Spooner    

26 Woodside Close, Walsall      0121 357 4356
	Committee Member:   Alison Kimberley


	Chief Observer &  Committee member:

Sarah Harrison  

Black Bryony, Grove Basin,  Lime Lane, Pelsall, 
nr  Walsall    07775-694625
	Co-opted Members:   

	Assoc Co-ordinator:  To be appointed 
Committee Member:  Chris Rice
Group Registered Charity no. 1082326
	Newsletter Editor & Minutes Secretary
Sandra Wootton 
70a Bescot Road, Walsall     01922 621592

email@sandrawootton.flowers@gmail.com



The opinions expressed in this Newsletter, which is published by the Walsall Group of Advanced Motorists,  are those of the Editor and individual contributors and do not necessarily represent the views of the Institute of Advanced Motorists Ltd.  Data Protection Act: We are obliged by law to inform members that their membership details are held on computer disc.  This information is for group administration only.  If any member wishes that their details are NOT to be held on computer disc, please inform the Editor forthwith. 
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